HCS SB 469 -- COURT PROCEDURES
SPONSOR:  Bartle (Byrd)

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass by consent” by the Conmttee on
Judiciary by a vote of 18 to O.

Thi s substitute changes various provisions relating to court
procedures. In its main provisions, the substitute:

(1) Anmends the statute on tine conputation in civil cases to
exactly match the correspondi ng Suprene Court rule;

(2) Anmends the process for filling vacancies of any unexpired
termon the executive council of the judicial conference;

(3) Alows for |egislative continuances in court during special
and veto sessions and during interimcommttee assignnents;

(4) Elimnates, effective January 1, 2004, any requiremnent that
petitioners for protection orders provide their Social Security
nunbers on petitions or case docunents, although courts may
require petitioners to provide the nunber on confidential case
sheet s;

(5 Allows a party to a contested case with a state agency to
apply to a court for enforcenent of a subpoena. Current |aw
allows only the agency to seek court enforcenent. The substitute
al so allows the agency or any party to intervene in an

enf orcement action;

(6) Renopves the requirenment that a transcript judgnent be filed
with the circuit clerk before a judgnent entered by an associ ate
division of the circuit court becones a lien on real property;

(7) Requires, beginning July 1, 2004, that the nanmes on the
master jury list be chosen fromcertain source lists. The nanes
of potential jurors on the list are public record,;

(8) Deletes the requirenment that the sunmons in a
| andl ord-tenant action be sent to the defendant by certified
mai | ;

(9) Mdifies the types of case dispositions that nust be
reported to the M ssouri Uniform Law Enforcenent System records;

(10) Requires that, after January 1, 2004, circuit clerks in
nonparti san court plan circuits be appointed by a mgjority of the
circuit and associate circuit judges of that circuit and be
renovabl e for cause by a majority of judges. The circuit clerk



in office on January 1, 2004, will continue to hold that office
as if appointed under these provisions. Under current |aw,
circuit clerks are el ected,

(11) Establishes an exception to the jury disqualification rule
(a person is disqualified fromserving as a juror if that person
is unable to read, speak, and understand English) when the
person's disability is due to a vision, speech, or hearing

i npai rment whi ch can be adequately conpensated for through the
use of auxiliary aids or services;

(12) Requires individuals obtaining a school bus driver permt
to submt two sets of fingerprints to the State H ghway Patrol
The first is used to search the crimnal history repository, and
the other is forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
The applicant nmust pay the records check fees; and

(13) Increases the honestead exenption from $8,000 to $15, 000.

FI SCAL NOTE: Estimated Net Effect on Crimnal Record System Fund
of a cost of $368,915 in FY 2004, an incone of $25,989 in FY
2005, and an incone of $25,918 in FY 2006. Estimted Net |ncone
to Statew de Court Autonmtion Fund of $3, 708,333 in FY 2004,

$4, 450,000 in FY 2005, and $0 in FY 2006. Estinated Net Cost to
H ghway Fund of $6,360 in FY 2004, $0 in FY 2005, and $0 in FY
2006.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill renobves redundancy and
confusion from various court procedure provisions and ot herw se
updates the | aws.

Testifying for the bill were Senator Bartle; and Ofice of State
Courts Adm ni strator.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.
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